
Who Can Vote?
You have the right to vote in an Indiana election if 

• You are a U.S. Citizen; 
• You are a resident of Indiana; 
• You will be at least 18 years of age at the next general 

or municipal election; 
• You have lived in the precinct where you vote for at 

least 30 days before the election; 
• You are not currently in prison after being convicted 

of a crime; and
• You are registered to vote.

If you knowingly vote at an election when you are not authorized to vote, you are committing a felony,
and can be fined up to $10,000, jailed for up to three years, or both.  

Fail-Safe Procedures 
(when your name is not on the list)
If you are registered to vote but your name does not appear on the poll list, you are still allowed to vote if one
of the following fail-safe procedures applies to you:

1. Certificate of Error - If your name does not appear on the poll list because of an error by the county, the
county must issue a Certificate of Error before you are allowed to vote.

2. Written Affirmation - If you were at one time registered in this precinct, but your name does not appear on
the poll list now and you are willing to sign a written statement (or make an oral affirmation in the presence of
the inspector or one of the judges) that you still live at the address in the precinct that county voter registration
records show as your former address, then you may vote after making the statement or affirmation.

3. Receipt from Voter Registration - If your name does not appear on the poll list but you have a receipt from
a voter registration application form indicating that you applied to register at a voter registration agency while
the registration period was still open (before the last 29 days before the election) and the county voter registra-
tion office does not have any record of receiving the voter registration application, then you may vote after the
information on your receipt is recorded on the poll list. 

Fail-Safe Procedures
(when your name or address does not match 
what’s on the poll list)
If your name is on the poll list but the name or address on the poll list does not match your current name or
address, you may still qualify to vote if one of the following fail-safe procedures applies to you:

1. Moved within the precinct or name changed - If your name is on the poll list but you have moved with-
in the same precinct or your name has changed, you may vote if you sign the poll book with the new address
or new name (example: married name, change of name due to divorce or adoption).

2. Moved more than 30 days before the election, but still live in the same county and congressional district -
If you moved more than 30 days before the election outside of the precinct to another precinct that is still in
the same county and congressional district, you may vote at your old precinct one last time by signing an affi-
davit provided by local election officials or by making an oral affirmation of these facts in the presence of the
precinct election board, and then proceed to vote.

3. Moved within the State of Indiana in the last 30 days before the election - If you moved
outside of the precinct to any other precinct in Indiana within the final 30 days before the
election, you may vote at your old precinct one last time by signing an affidavit provided
by local election officials. 

4. Moved outside the State of Indiana in the last 30 days before a presidential election - If you moved
from an Indiana precinct to a new residence outside of Indiana and moved within the final 30 days before
Election Day, you may vote at your old precinct one last time by signing an affidavit provided by local elec-
tion officials. However, the voter may only be given a ballot to vote for president and vice-president. 

Unless you qualify to use one of these fail-safe procedures, you are committing a felony if you vote at a
polling place that you know is not your legal polling place

Other Voter Protections
Voters Needing Assistance - If you need assistance at the polls because you are disabled or cannot read or
write English, you have the right to receive assistance to cast a vote in every election. The person assisting
can be a poll worker or someone you choose. However, your employer or union representative cannot assist
you. The person you choose must fill out an affidavit before assisting you to vote.

Accessible Polls - You have the right to a polling place that is accessible to a person with disabilities.

Traveling Voting Boards - If you are confined due to illness or disability, you have the right to vote absentee
at your place of confinement before a traveling absentee voting board.

Spoiled Ballots – Your ballot is "spoiled" if you vote for too many candidates running for the same office or
if you vote by mistake for a candidate for whom you did not intend to vote. If you spoil your ballot, you may
return the spoiled ballot to a poll worker and receive another ballot in order to cast a vote in that election.

Waiting at the Polls at Closing - If you have begun the process of voting, or are waiting in the chute to begin the
process of voting before the closing of the polls at 6:00 p.m., you have the right to cast a vote in that election.

Challenged at the Polls
If you are challenged at the polls, you have the right to sign an affidavit affirming that you meet all of these vot-
ing qualifications and to then vote.

You may be challenged at the polls by another voter who believes that you do not meet all of the
requirements to vote. If you are willing to sign an affidavit affirming that you do meet all the require-
ments, you can vote. 

If you knowingly vote at an election when you are not authorized to vote, you are committing a felony,
and can be fined up to $10,000, jailed for up to three years, or both.  

Primary Elections
If you are affiliated with either the Democratic Party or the Republican Party, you are entitled to vote for
candidates of that party at the primary election. However, you must state which party you are affiliated
with by asking the poll workers for the ballot of that party. You may only vote for candidates in the party
whose ballot you select. 

If you are not affiliated with either of these two parties, you are still entitled to vote in any
school board election or vote on a public question that is held on the same day as the primary
without asking for a party ballot.
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